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  Warroad Watershed District 

  PO Box 77 – 121 Wabasha Ave NE, Suite C 

  Warroad, MN 56763  - 218-386-4520 

  www.warroadwatershed.org 

 

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Managers 
Warroad Watershed District 

Warroad, MN  

October 27, 2022 

Call to Order 
Attendance 
President Thompson called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. Managers present were Bill Thompson, Joe Olafson,  
Keith Landin, Jeff O’Donnell and Brian Schaible, Jenee Provance (WRWD administrative assistan) Scott Johnson – Acting 
Roseau County Commissioner and Scott Johnson Roseau County (SWCD). Joining virtually was Tony Nordby (HEI) 
 
The Agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by Landin, second by O’Donnell and unanimous vote of the board. 
 
September Meeting Minutes were reviewed and approved on a motion by Landin, second by O’Donnell and unanimous 
vote of the Board. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The treasurer’s report and authorization to pay 3 oinvoices was approved on a motion by Landin, second by O’Donnell 
and unanimous vote of the board. 
 
Bank Balance: (09-30-2022) 111,218.12 
 
CD 10,000.00  

 
HEI - Warroad River Storage Implementation 919.00 
HEI – Streambank Stabilization Projects 13,480.25 
Roseau SWCD 31.39  
 
The partial payment for Halverson Sand and Gravel of 85,505.23 was also discussed.  Landin made a motion to pay our 
portion, seconded by Olafson and passed with unanimous vote of the board. Landin requested HEI send us breakdowns 
of the charges so we can, in turn, bill the landowners. Landin also expressed concern that inadequate matting/liner was 
used on the Lundemo project, which, in his opinion, would cause soil to slough off into the rip rap. Tony said he would 
make a point of looking at it. 
 
 
Visitor(s)/Public Commentents 
 
Scott Johnson (SWCD) requested HEI supply him with the sediment reduction numbers for his reporting process. 
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Special Report 
● None. 

 
Old Business 

● WRWD Representation at the Implementation Committee (IC) Meetings 
Olafson attended a meeting on the 12th of October. Much of the discussion was on ag practices. WWD has money that 
needs to be spent by December 31, 2022, or it will be “lost” and payment responsibilities would fall to us. Work plan for 
24-25 was reviewed. Sustainable Farming will be holding a workshop on November 1. 
 
There was extensive discussion regarding the “monies” that need to be spent down and if any of our projects could 
utilize said monies. i.e. Ditch 10. Commissioner Johnson agreed to speak to Steven Slick regarding possible uses WWD 
could have for using the money before it is no longer available for anyone to use. 
 

● Houston Engineering  
 

Warroad River Clean Water Grant Sites - bank stabilization 
All the sites are pretty much done. We have received the request for partial payment and should receive 
the final billing by our next meeting date. 
 
Two new sites (Olson and Thompson) have been surveyed and by early winter Houston will supply WWD 
with a plan so bids on the projects can be obtained from contractors. 
 
Evaluate potential Warroad River storage projects 
The DNR has supplied WWD with a letter of recommendation for peatland projects which includes more 
ditch plugs that were originally planned for and requested some plugs would be pulled out of other 
locations. Going forward, would be with the County Boards and the Drainage Authority, presenting 
sediment reduction numbers and restoration of the land. If it is possible to get these entities to agreed 
on a common path, WWD would still need to get approval from the Tribal Council to act. 
 
There was much discussion as to the original intent of the WWD and that target being skewed by 
entities we hope to be working with on the project. Is the goal water storage/restoration or simply 
slowing down the flow? 
 
It was decided HEI would go back to the “drawing board,” using the new variables and 
recommendations received from the entities involved and share the updated information and 
percentages. He will also use the LiDar to look at the Bednar Dam to determine if anything there can be 
used to further our cause. 
 
 
Administrative support 
 
Rent is going up $10.00 per month. The MCIT Annual Report was made available to Board members to 
review. 
 
Jenee will have the WWD Annual Report for board review next meeting. 

 
● LOWW Joint Powers Board 

Most of meeting was about discussion the budget and the SFA (Sustainable Farming Association) event coming 
up on November 1. 
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• Ditch 10 
Scott has been unsuccessful in contacting Matt. He and Olafson will work on this together. 

 
● Beaver Dam Removal Update 

Nothing to report. 
 

● Permits 
None 

 
● Conservation Corps – River Clean-Up 

The Conservation Corps has been uncommunicative. It appears we are not the only ones having trouble getting 
ahold of them. It is possible we will need to reapply again for clean-up next summer. 

 
New Business 
 
Round Table  
 
Lundemo has another site he would like the WWD to look at for bank restoration. It could be a “joint site” with 
Eichenberger. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 22, 2022, at 2:00 pm. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 am on a motion by Landin, second by Olafson and unanimous vote of the Board. 
 
 
 
 _____________________________________    _____________ 
Watershed Secretary    Date 
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   Warroad Watershed District 

  PO Box 77 – 121 Wabasha Ave NE, Suite C 

  Warroad, MN 56763  - 218-386-4520 

  www.warroadwatershed.org 

 

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Managers 
Warroad Watershed District 

Warroad, MN  

November 22, 2022 

Call to Order 
Attendance 
President Thompson called the meeting to order at 2:11 p.m. Managers present were Bill Thompson, Joe Olafson,  Keith 
Landin and Brian Schaible, Jenee Provance (WRWD administrative assistan) Scott Johnson – Acting Roseau County 
Commissioner, Tony Nordby, Houston Engineering and joining virtually was Matt Fischer (BWSR) 
 
The Agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by Olafson, second by Landin and unanimous vote of the board. 
 
October Meeting Minutes were reviewed and approved on a motion by Olafson, second by Landin and unanimous vote 
of the Board. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Motion to pay the invoices was made by Landin to pay the bills listed, seconded by Schaible and passed with the  
unanimous vote of the board.  Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Landin, seconded by Olafson and 
passed with the unanimous vote of the board. 
 
Bank Balance: (10-31-2022) 110,071.72 

CD 10,000.00 

Payments Received: 

Anacabe 1077.00 

Lunddemo 798.95  

Invoices: 

HEI - Warroad River Storage Implementation   138.00 

HEI – Streambank Stabilization Projects - 2021   552.00 

HEI – Streambank Stabilization Projects - 2022 2354.25 
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Halverson Sand and Gravel 4,500.27 

Czeh, Wilson and Wilmer CPA     525.00  

MAWD Membership Dues (2021 dues $1027.00)    1055.00 

Horner (Beaver Dam Removal)    480.00 

 

Byron Cole submitted a bill for trapping beaver. He had trapped 8 beaver before Landin asked him to trap for WWD and 

trapped 2 beaver after the request was made. There was discussion if the WWD would pay him for all 10. Landin made a 

motion to pay him for all 10 beaver ($60.00 each), seconded by Olafson and passed with a unanimous vote of the board. 

 
Visitor(s)/Public Commentents 
 
Scott Johnson (Acting Commissioner) shared information about Shane Delaney and his willingness to destroy beaver 
dams for the county. 
 
Special Report 

● None. 
 
Old Business 

● WRWD Representation at the Implementation Committee (IC) Meetings 
No meeting held in November. Next meeting is scheduled for December 14. 
 

● Houston Engineering  
 

Warroad River Clean Water Grant Sites - bank stabilization 
Tony Nordby presented the final payment document for Halverson Sand and Gravel. Landin made a 
motion to sign the final payment document, seconded by Schaible and passed with the unanimous vote 
of the board. 
 
Houston is looking at early January to get things set to get bids out for the two projects for next 
summer. 
 
Evaluate potential Warroad River storage projects 
 
WWD requested additional statistics to reflect the results from incorporating the suggestions of the 
other entities involved in the project. Of all the information that was shared with WWD, the West 
Branch is where Tony figured we should focus. There are 800 Acre feet of potential water storage. With 
removing a couple sites as requested (for study purposes) 50 acre feet will be lost and the bottom line 
would not change much in volume reduction goals.  
 
It is anticipated that the expense in this project will most likely be getting to the point of construction. 
Working with all the entities and getting their agreement and approval has the potential to get 
expensive. The actual construction is anticipated to be quite reasonable. 
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There was extensive discussion on possibilities at the Bednar Dam. A myriad of possibilities and options 
that could be presented to the DNR for their buy in and cooperation in a project that would benefit both 
entities.  
  
Matt Fischer shared information about the Clean Water Council has recommended $79,000,000.00 
which is almost twice the amount recommended last time. Nothing is set in stone as of yet but chances 
are we would get more monies. There are more watersheds as well and the formula will be tweaked to 
possibly include tribal lands. Once they figure out the formula and who and what they are including, the 
numbers will be shared. 
 
Acting Commissioner Johnson has asked County Engineer Steven Slick to look into if the extra monies 
from the highway 62 project and to see if they could be used on Ditch 10.  

 
Conversation turned back to Bednar Dam and possibilities that may exist there. Landin made a motion 
to have Houston research possibilities at Bednar Dam up to $5,000.00. Schaible seconded and the 
motion passed with a unanimous vote of the board. Tony will make sure the 10,000.00 previously 
allotted is used up before using this “new” $5,000.00. 
 

Administrative support 
 
Annual report was reviewed. Keith wanted to add our actual budget amount of $56,000.00 into the 
report. There was a question regarding the Conservation Corp Grant submitted by Houston Engineering. 
Is that still in effect or do we need to apply for a new grant? It was established that the grant in 2019 
was used up in 2020. Olafson made a motion to approve the Annual Report with amendments, 
seconded by Schaible and passed with the unanimous vote of the board. 
 
Advisory Committee will be meeting in December. 
 
Jenee presented information from MAWDs annual meeting and the MCIT annual meeting. No one has 
registered to attend MAWD from our Watershed District. 

 
● LOWW Joint Powers Board 

Has not had a meeting. Matt reported BWSR is in the process of reconciling the watershed based funding grant. 
Chad attempted emailing Jenee. Matt will forward Jenee the email. They need contracts for Ulwelling and 
Phillipe projects as well as the pay estimate form … final payment document signed by all parties.  
 

• Ditch 10 
There still has been no word from the landowners. 

 
● Beaver Dam Removal Update 

Keith did some beaver dam exploring. He located a site that needed excavation and contacted Ben Tesmer to 
remove the problem site. Keith then contacted Byron Cole to trap. There were other areas Keith was able to dig 
out by hand but trapping is done for the year so we will pick up where we left off in the Spring. 

 
● Permits 

None 
 

● Conservation Corps – River Clean-Up 
Still no contact. 
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New Business 
 
Round Table  
 
Next Meeting 
The next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 22, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:34 pm on a motion by Landin, second by Schaible and unanimous vote of the Board. 
 
 
 
 _____________________________________    _____________ 
Watershed Secretary    Date 
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   Warroad Watershed District 

  PO Box 77 – 121 Wabasha Ave NE, Suite C 

  Warroad, MN 56763  - 218-386-4520 

  www.warroadwatershed.org 

 

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Managers 
Warroad Watershed District 

Warroad, MN  

December 22, 2022 

Call to Order 
Attendance 
President Thompson called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. Managers present were Bill Thompson, Joe Olafson,  
Keith Landin, Jeff O’Donnell and Brian Schaible, Jenee Provance (WWD administrative assistant) Scott Johnson – Acting 
Roseau County Commissioner, and Scott Johnson (SWCD) joining virtually were Matt Fischer (BWSR) and Tony Nordby, 
Houston Engineering. 
 
The Agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by Landin, second by O’Donnell and passed with the unanimous 
vote of the board. 
 
November Meeting Minutes were reviewed and approved on a motion by Landin, second by Schaible and passed with 
the unanimous vote of the Board. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Motion to pay the invoices was made by Landin, seconded by O’Donnell and passed with the  unanimous vote of the 
board.  Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Landin, seconded by Schaible and passed with the 
unanimous vote of the board. 
 

Bank Balance: (11-30-2022) 99,369.46 
 
CD 10,000.00 
 
Receipts: 
Roseau County 20,730.58 
Eichenberger   2624.13    
     
 
Invoices: 
   

HEI - Warroad River Storage Implementation 1260.50 
HEI- Peatland Ditch Plug Investigation 5706.00 
HEI – Streambank Stabilization Projects - 2021 1065.00 
HEI – Streambank Stabilization Projects - 2022 9068.50 
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Visitor(s)/Public Commentents 
 
Scott Johnson (Acting Commissioner) shared that this would be his last meeting with the Watershed. Johnson was 
thanked for his active interest in our Board and for his help over the past months. He also shared that Shane Delaney 
blew the big beaver dam east of Ditch 10. 
 
Special Report 

● None. 
 
Old Business 

● WRWD Representation at the Implementation Committee (IC) Meetings 
Chad and Matt will be coming to the meeting on the 26th to train the board on complying with BWSR audits. 
There was some discussion on Springsteel and the fine received because of the emission of high phosphorus levels. 
Cover crops commanded most of the meeting time. 
 

● Houston Engineering  
 

Warroad River Clean Water Grant Sites - bank stabilization 
The streambank projects are getting close with design. By January’s meeting plans and specs for the 
projects should be available and bid/quote discussions can take place. 
 
 
Evaluate potential Warroad River storage projects 
 
HEI requested information from the DNR regarding the Bednar Dam. The DNR have no plans to alter or 
improve the structure other than minor maintenance. The goal of the WWD is to hold water back during 
big precipitation events. LiDar information was shared. It was suggested ground truthing is what would 
give us a better idea of our options and how to proceed. Landin made a motion to authorized HEI to 
create some scenarios using the dam to slow the flow in peak events. Seconded by Schaible and passed 
by the unanimous vote of the board. With that information in hand, and an invitation to DNR 
representatives to attend the WWD February meeting to discuss the options, moving forward to a 
resolution to appease all parties. 
 
Conversation then turned to funding. The work on the Bednar Dam has been “billed” to Phase I, which is 
funded by monies authorized by the WWD pre-JPB. It was established that with the funds authorized 
pre-JPB and the additional $5,000.00 authorized at the November 2022 meeting, there was enough 
money allotted for Houston to move forward. The question was then raised if perhaps JPB monies could 
be used for this project. WWD would make inquiries. 
 

 
Administrative support 

 
Jenee received a 1099 worksheet from our accounting firm and had questions about Byron Cole and his need for 
a W4. Jenee will find a form on-line and request information from him.  
 
We will leave the CD where it is. Landin indicated the bank automatically adjusts the interest rate annually so 
there was nothing needs to be done. 
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LOWW Joint Powers Board 
JPB will meet in January. 
 

• Ditch 10 
There still has been no word from the landowners. 

 
● Beaver Dam Removal Update 

Nothing 
 

● Permits 
WWD reviewed permits submitted by MNDoT that pertain to the impending round-a-bouts. WWD action or 
inaction will have no impact on the project. It is mainly a formality.  

 
● Conservation Corps – River Clean-Up 

Landin made a motion to have HEI submit an application for river clean-up with the Conservation Corps. 
Seconded by Olafson and passed with the unanimous vote of the board. 

 
 
New Business 
Advisory Committee meeting was held in December. At the meeting, Hellquist mentioned there is a fair amount of 
erosion on the curve of the west branch. There was question as to if the land is governed by a private owner or the 
township. The township could be approached to cost share repair. 
 
Round Table  
Again, Scott Johnson, acting commissioner, was thanked for his interest in and valuable input over the past few months. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next regular meeting will be held on Thursday, January 26, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:41 am on a motion by Landin, second by Olafson and unanimous vote of the Board. 
 
 
 
 _____________________________________    _____________ 
Watershed Secretary    Date 
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